"ати "terature 18 а rich storehouse’ of: poetry and 
prose. Yet there was no play in Tamil till the end of 
the nineteenth century. Sunderam Pillai, e great 
admirer of Shekespeare, first introduced the play 
as a literary form 

His play Manonmaniyam, has, apart from elements 
Of mystery and romance, an underlying allegory. 
Jeevakan, the soul, shrouded in maya characterised 
by Kudilan, comes to grief. Sundara Muni, the 
guiding spirit, brings enlightenment at the appro- 
рпате moment 


The story of Manonmani, on uneffected, simple 
girl, who finds her love blossoming after a crisis, 
has long been popular in Tamil Nadu; and though 
Tamil drama has come a long way since Pillai wrote 
Manonmaniyam, this pioneering play continues to 
be studied by students of Tamil literature. 
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trations: Varnam 


MANONMAN! WAS THE ONLY CHILD OF JEEVAKAN, THE WEAK PANDYA KING. 
UNDER THE SPIRITUAL GUIDANCE OF THE SAGE, SUNDARA, HOWEVER, 
THE KING RULED WELL AND HIS SUBJECTS WERE HAPPY. 


==> ALL EXCEPT M/S CUNNING CHIEF MINISTER, KUDILAN. 
ГЕЛ 7 


АМ OPPORTUNITY TO СО 
IT WITHOUT AROUSING 
SUSPICION. 


BUT THIS WAS THE OPPORTUNITY 
KUDILAN HAD BEEN WAITING FOR. 
AND HE WASN'T GOING TO LOSE IT. 


E YOUR MAJESTY, т WOULD 


መመ 


PRINCESS, MAY YOU 
MARRY A VIRTUOUS 
AND VALIANT MAN 


SHE CERTAINLY WILL, 
FOR IF I CAN ARRANGE 
IT, SHE'LL MARRY MY 
SÓN, BALADEVAN . 


. ANTE 


“(амо with you сит or THE 48 
WAY, IT WON'T BE LONG 


CESS CAN BE Di 
SCRIBED AS THE EMBODIMENT, 
ОР PANDYA GLORY. 


5% 


#6 THE COUNCILLORS CAME OUT OF THE ROYAL COURTS 


ЕСЕ AGE AND THE ABSENCE WE SHOULD BE VIGILANT 
fh OF THE WISE SAGE HAVE | AND PROTECT THE KING 
БЕ MADE OUR KING BLIND ТО ሒ FROM HIS MINISTER 


KUDILAN?S WICKED WAYS, Е г = 
Ep ¡lo! d 


Omar entre MENE — 


LATER, AS KUDILAN AND HIS SON, 
BALADEVAN, RODE AWAY FROM THE PALACE— 


THE MAN WHO | | 


ያ. 


THE KING (5 OLD AND 

HAS NO SON. WHO DO 

YOU THINK WILL 

SUCCEED HW, 
FATHER? 


ARRIES THE. 
PRINCESS 
WILL BE THE 
NEXT KING. 


|| THE IDEA HASN'T 


FATHER, WITH YOUR 
INFLUENCE OVER THE 
KING,! COULD EASILY 


መ 


NOT THAT 


OCCURRED TO ME. 


1 WILL HAVE TO PLAN MY MOVES 

CAREFULLY. THE PEOPLE OF MADURAL 

WILL OTHERWISE RISE IN 
REBELLION. 


TO BEGIN WITH, I MUST GET 
THE KING TO RULE FROM | 
TIRUNELVELI, MY 
STRONGHOLD. IG 
>> 


TA FEM DANS LATER NS VEL Pur тне MATTER 


UMP 02) «X | 


МОТ ONE AMONG THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS, HOWEVER; TOOK KINDLY ТО THE 
PROPOSAL. АТ 


А GOOD KING BUT, FATHER, ALL > 
TIRUNELVELI IS) CAN RULE 2 ош ANCESTORS, | | 
FROM HAVE. RULED. 
ANYWHERE, k FROM MADURA! 


THAT тау?) қ 
М TRUE... Ж 
7% Vig < 


| 


omar hire kotha ___ 


BUT | WOULD 8E 
PIONEER АМО 
FAMED FOR GIVING 
TIRUNELVELI 
THE STATURE 
OF MADURA! I 
WHAT DO YOU 
SAY, KUDILAN 2. 


А WISE MAN SEES 
THE MIGHTY TREE 
IN А SMALL SEED. 


BUT THE SEED NEEDS) 
PROTECTION. 45 THE 
ARMY CHIEF, I CAN 
TELL YOU THAT SIDER ALL | 
WITHOUT A STRONG | ASPECTS OF THE 
FORT IT WILL PALL | PROBLEM BEFORE 
AN EASY PREY TAKING SUCH 
TO ENEMIES, 


HE 15 RIGHT, 
“YOUR MAJESTY) 
WE MUST CON: 


KUDILAN PRETENDED то ве OFFENDED. |В 


ЈЕ YOU HAVE NO 
FAITH IN MY JUDGEMENT, 
YOUR MAJESTY, IT?S. 
BEST THAT | RESIGN. 


VG 
| No, KUDILAN I You 
MUSTN'T. | NEED 
| You. 1 знаш DO 


Из ж 


TIRUNELVELI BECAME THE CAPITAL OF THE PANDYA KINGDO! 
"т 


Y am Harry 
IF YOU ARE 
HAPPY, 
FATHER. 


mar EMI ው 


НЕЕ ANSWER, HOWEVER, DID NOT SATISFY JEEVAKAN. HE DISEUSSED THE МІ 


2201 
uan. Е [mv DAUGHTER is Y ir ıs nor 


TIER 


рим. С 
የመ A 580. ı THINK SHE) MADURAI SHE 
& YEARNS FOR YEARNS FOR, 

MADURAI. NOUR MAJESTY. 


IT 19 THE YERRNING. 
OF А FLOWER IN 
FULL BLOOM. 


| || 
ШІ 
CE не сом оке 
\ Г oF Have GIVEN me 
Å BETTER 
OPENING 
~ ረ 


YOU ARE RIGHT, 
KUDILAN ITS 
TIME | GOT HER /-—— 


LET IT WAIT TILL IN THIS MATTER 
SAGE SUNDARA I CANNOT ACT 
WITHOUT 
CONSULTING 
THE SAGE . 


MANONMAN 


НЕ SAGE HAD RETURNED FROM HIS PILGRIMAGE, | 
BUT ТО MADURAI, THE OLD CAPITAL. 5 E 
HOLY SAGE, THE KING HE SEEMS TO HAVE 


NO LONGER LIVES HERE. | | SOME STRANGE POWER Д 
TIRUNELVELI 15 OVER THE KING. 


[THE SAGE PROCEEDED 
TOWARDS TIRUNELVELI. 


Ives. ногу sage? 
|| PLEASE DON? 


IN ONE PLACE. FOR Oy 
ም. መሠረ: 


2 


ANE 


EAGER TO KEEP HIM IN TIRUNELVELI, THE KING IMMEDIATELY HAD A HERMITAGE SET. 
UP FOR THE SAGE. 8 FEW DAYS LATER тю SS = 


I = ТЕ 


IT TIME MANONMANI THE IDEAL GROOM 

WAS MARRIED? CAN [፪ሽ WOULD ВЕ PURUSHOTHAMAN, 
You SuGGEST Å THE CHERA KING. YOU 
SUITABLE BRIDE- | CAN SEND NATARAJAN 
GROOM FOR HER? WITH THE PROPOSAL. 


LATER AT 1 WISH TO SEND 
THE PALACE е МАТАВАЈАМ AS OUR 
AMBASSADOR TO THE 
KING OF CHERA, 
OFFERING HIM THE 
HAND OF MANONMAN!. 
ASK HIM TO SEE ME. 


1 WILL 60 TO HIM 
RIGHT AWAY, YOUR, 


NATARAJAN SHALL 
CERTAINLY 60— 

BUT NOT то THE 
CHERA CAPITAL! 


omar chitra katha 
THE MOMENT HE REACHED HOWE, BALADEVAN CAME TO SEE MM. 


FATHER, I HEAR THAT] MANONMANI WILL MARRY NOU AND 
MANONMAN (5 NO ONE ELSE. NOW BRING NATARAJAN | | 
MARRYING THE TO ME IMMEDIATELY. bs 
ርዘሮበባ KING. YOU А y 

PROMISED... 3 

E 
: Y / I 
ES 7 
- а 
7 d 


TAXES FROM THERE IMMEDIATELY, 
ARE DUE FOR QUITE 


во TO MADURAI AT ONCE? í. WILL START 
SOME ТІМЕ 


‘AW! | BEGIN TO 
UNDERSTAND My 
FATHER'S PLANS, 


THE NEXT DAY, KUDILAN, DIDN'T YOU, 


A7 THE PALACE— SPEAK TO NATARAJAN? 


НЕ HAS NOT YET 
СОМЕ ТО SEE МЕ 


HOW STRANGE! 

“ህጻ MAJESTY, MY SON 

BALADEVAN HIMSELF 
WENT ТО НІМ. 


MANONMANI 


YOUR MAJESTY, 
НЕ 15 UNRELIABLE, 
WHY DON?T You 
SEND BALADEVAN 
| INSTEAD 2 HE, NO 
LESS THAN 
MYSELF, 15 YOUR 


[BACADEVAN was SUMMONED. 


our mauesty, 
МАТАВАЈАМ SAID 
THAT НЕ WAS BUSY 
AND WOULD SEE 

| YOU AFTER HE HAD 


| FINISHED THE ‘SERVANT. 
WORK ON HAND. SUGGESTION. 
ኤ ‘BALADEVAN, 
NOU MAY 
LEAV: 
IMMEDIATELY. 


LATER— MEANWHILE, IN THE PALACE GARDEN — 


(со, BALADEVAN. AND YOU DONT Si 

SEE THAT THE CHERA YOURSELF, WHAT IS 

KING DOESN'T RESPOND THE MATTER WITH 
FAVOURABLY TO Nou, PRINCESS ? 
THE PROPOSAL. 


< | 1 сам TELL you 

I'LL CERTAINLY] | ABOUT IT, DEAR 
SEE TO T THAT | | VANI. | HAD A 

HE DOESN'T, 


“A HANDSOME 
& 
GARLANDED ME...” 


BT THAT VERY. MOMENT, MILES AWAY, 
THE CHERA KING, PURUSHOTHAMAN, 


WHERE 15 SHE © WHO 

19 SHE ? WHOEVER SHE 

15, SHE HAS STOLEN 
му PEACE. 


вит PURUSHOTHAMAN WAS A KING, AND HIS TIME WAS NOT His OWN. Pr | 


227 ENOUGH. | MUST NOT LET 
SUCH DREAMS DISTRACT ME 
FROM MY ROYAL DUTIES. 


— — omar сига hatha - 
LATER AS PURUSHOTHAMAN SAT ON HIS THRONE AT COURT, NOT À 
TRACE OF HIS DISTURBING DREAM SHOWED ON HIS COUNTENANCE. 


YOUR MAJESTY, 
THERE 1S ለ 


WHILE BALADEVAN'S IMPUDENCE LEFT 
THE COURT GASPING, THE CHERA KING | 
CONTROLLED MS ANGER. 


WITH WHAT RIGHT 
DOES YOUR KING 
MAKE HIS CLAIM? 


at 


YOUNG MAN, IS IT THE 

CUSTOM IN YOUR KINGDOM 
то BARTER YOUR WOMEN 

AWAY IN MARRIAGE? Å 


SEND HIM TO PRISON, НЕ 15 ONLY A MESSENGER. 
YOUR MAJESTY. BIND CA HE CANNOT BE BLAMED 
HIS FEET AND HANDS. DA OR PUNISHED. 


omar cira хаба 


Ко BACK AND TELL 
YOUR KING THAT 

I SHALL ANSWER HIM 
ON THE BATTLEFIELD, 


[DID you FOLLOW V1 WAS SO RUDE THAT 
|NY INSTRUCTIONS, | THE CHERA KING 
BALADEVAN 7 LOST HIG PATIENCE 


AND PROCLAIMED 
WAR | 


WHEN RUDILAN CONVEYED THE 
JEWS TO THE KING — 
HE ANSWERS MY 


PROPOSAL WITH А 
CALL FOR WAR? Д 


NEED HIM 
NOST. 


THE COURSE we 
SHOULD TAKE IS 
OBVIOUS. Å 


MY CHILD, SEND ME TO 
THE BATTLEFIELD 
WITH A SMILE. 


Your BRAVERY 15 WEES к= 


ALL HAIL ገጋ 
JEBVAKAN! 


Ж 


МАМОНМА! 


SUPPOSING OUR KING WINS $ 
МОШЕ PLANS WILL FALL 


WIN OR LOSE, THE KING 
‘SHALL DIE ON THE 
BATTLEFIELD, 


CHERA KING 
ADMIRED 
HIS OLDER 
ADVERSARY. 


LOS FIGHTING LIKE THE 
600 OF WAR HIMSELF 3 
— АМО AT HIS AGE! 


omar chitra katha 


WHEN BALADEVAN SAW THAT THEY WERE AT AN ADVANTAGE — 


TMUST THINK FAST. THAT'S гт. 
PLL SPLIT THE ARMY. 


THE ENEMIES ARE ATTACKING 
(THE FORT FROM THE OPPOSITE. 
SIDE. GO THERE, I'LL STAY 
HERE. 


BACK. JEEVAKAN Li 


[AS His MAHUT, PIERCED BY AN ARROW, FELL. 


THE COMMANDER TRIED TO CALL THEM AT THIS INOPPORTUNE MOMENT, 
QOKED ОМ HELPL 


ОМ HELPLESSLY | | AN ARROW HIT THE KING. 


оф, FOLLOW Him; 


SOON AFTER THE ROYAL ELEPHANT 
RUSHING 70. Г 


И THE ENEMY 
SOLDIERS ARE 
COMING. QUICK 


SHUT THE MAIN 


ENTRANCE. 


AS SOON AS 
YOU'RE IN, 
SIRT 


THE ELEPHANT TOOK THE WOUNDED AND PLACED HIM GENTLY IN THE | 
SAGE. 


KING IN HIS TRUNK... | — — —— WAITING ARMS OF THE 


FEVAKAN SOON REGAINED CONSCIOUSNESS. | 


[wir THE 
HOW BITTER 15 THE 


TASTE OF DEFEAT! 
1 HAVE STAINED THE 


PANDYA VALOUR. 
LET ME DIE 


ves, 1 HAVE Yet а 
TO GET HER 
MARRIED. 


а 

JOUR MAJESTY, 
WHY DON'T YOU 
MARRY HER 


TO MY SON, 
BALADEVAN? 


LF CAME RUNNING | YOU ALL 
IN, FOLLOWED BY RIGHT? 


TET THEN MARCAN 1 [lemas ae 
BALADEVAN. ሠ 


ЈЕЕМАКАМ: 
SEE THIS. 


I MSJUDGED 
и. 15 THI 
WHAT КЕРІ 


THAT ENEMY SOLDIERS 
ARE NOT ANYWHERE ፈስ 
NEAR THE EXIT, 


LET ME во 
AHEAD ALONE AND 
SEE IF TI 


НЕГІ HAVE ОМ! 
Е MAY OUT. 


omar civira hatha, 


ЖЕЗГЕ ЙГ TRE CAMP OF FURUSHOTHAMAN, THE CHERA RNS 


JEEVAKAN HAS WITHDRAWN WT WE HAVE NO CHANCE] 
INTO MIS FORT. WE WILL MY LORD. THE FORT 
HAVE TO ATTACK TH! IN 15 IMPREGNABLE. 


[57 THEN, Pr STRANGER INSISTS on 
| Å GUARD SEEING YOU, YOUR MAJESTY. 
ENTERED. | ሃህ] HE SAYS THAT YOULL STAND 
TO BENEFIT IF You LET 
HIM SEE You. 


TAM KUOILAN, 9 " 15 THAT © 
ONCE JEEVAKAN'S у Қ Ul LEAD me то 
MINISTER ¿NOW YOUR ADMIRER | gf N IN) YOUR KING. 
AND SLAVE KILL JEEVAKAN | ДА ኣ | 
AND MAKE ME THE KING 
PLL BE YOUR VASSAL 
ee 


1 | 
СИ 


HILE, AT THE COTTAGE OF Т! 


HOLY ONE „I WILL HAVE PEACE 
OF MIND ONLY IF MANONMAN! 


BUT ሆ my 
CALCULATIONS ARE 

CORRECT, BALADEVAN 
WILL NOT BE THE 


RATIONS WERE HURRIEDLY MADE 
ТО BE HARRIE! 


TT WAS ONLY THEN Рада WHY, НЕ (5 
THAT мамоумам б ШІК THE PRINCE 
AND PURUSHO- የመስ 
THAMAN SAW қ 
EACH OTHER 
CLEARLY. 

Z 


FOUND HER! 
IT IS SHE! 


AND WALKING IN Å DREAM AS IT 
WERE, MANONNANI WENT ШР ТО 
PURUSHOTHAMAN AND GARLANDED HIM. 


| ZEEE, 7 JE VIA AND P/RUSHOTHAMAN ЭЛТ TALKING IN THE PALACE TEGUT | 
THE UNNECESSARY BLOODSHED THAT MAD BEN CAUSED ЗҮ The Ci CA በሆ 
ПО 5: те 
EE O man 
115. ዘሻ FAULT. ВСА руле) “НЕН THE. MIN 
OUR COULD визе mE, 
SHOULD нує НЫН соціо DUPE не, 


MADE МЕ MS DO YOU BLAME 
| suseect тнят Å YOURSELF? 
SOMETHING 


HISTORY 


